
 

Ultreya Meeting Recap: May 23, 2026 

Overview 

 

Our community of 62 people gathered on May 23rd for an uplifting day of sharing, prayer, and 

fellowship. Centered around the inspiring theme of "Onward and Upward," we were challenged to 

elevate our spiritual lives and press forward in faith. Messiah Lutheran in Mauldin was the host church, 

and we had a tremendous amount of help from our Reunion Groups.  I couldn’t have done it without 

each and every one of them. 

  

Key Highlights 

• Opening Prayer: Gloria Stenback welcomed all and led us in the Holy Spirit Prayer to guide our 

hearts toward growth and renewal. 

• Music: The Spirit was moving through us all as the place came alive with De Colores and many 

other songs provided by our Music team.  We were blessed by an incredible music team led by 

Jesse Carl on piano, Linda Wieloch and Wayne Lomax played guitar, and Gloria Stenback, 

Jeanne Murphy, Sheryle Barrett, and Laura Boyer lifted their voices to lead us in praise. 

• Comments from Previous Rectora:  Linda Wieloch inspired us with her talk about our most 

recent Coed Weekend #23 and how we can move “Onward and Upward” in our spiritual journey. 

• Importance of Ultreya and Reunion Groups:  Shared by Belinda Weirschem.  She gave us 

thoughts, insights, and ideas on how to continue our 4th day by staying active in a reunion group 

and attending when we have Ultreyas.  

• Spiritual Direction and Worship: Pastor Donna led our Worship service along with the music 

team. We discussed the scriptures, prayed for those in need, and shared with Holy Communion. 

• Lay Director Comments: Gus Martschink provided us his insights of the day as well as introduced 

our Secretariat team and explained their responsibilities 

• Lunch:  Sherry Hirt and her helpers provided a delicious Mexican buffet for all to enjoy.  The 

food and all the desserts were amazing.  

• Lay Witness: Wayne Lomax delivered a moving testimony on persevering through challenges and 

moving forward in our Fourth Day. We had group discussions led by Pastor Donna and shared 

our thoughts on Wayne’s powerful talk and what his words meant to each of us. 

• Introduction of our newest Rectora:  Sharon Crout was welcomed as our Rectora for the 

upcoming Co-Ed # 24 Weekend (April 28th – May 3rd, 2027). She encouraged us all to serve on the 

weekend and to invite pilgrims to join us to further grow their spiritual journey with Christ. 

• Closing:  The beautiful day was closed out with more uplifting music and a final prayer and 

benediction by Pastor Donna. 

  

I have received many comments from those in attendance about how much they enjoyed the Ultreya, the 

music, the food and most importantly, sharing Christ with each other. 

  

God loves you and so do I. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Laura Boyer 

 


